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Definition of unemployment

Calculation for the unemployment rate

Japan

Labour Force Survey. Persons aged 15 and over who were not working, were capable of immediately accepting work, and were
seeking work during the survey week. This includes those waiting for results from past job searches.

Number of the unemployed / Total labor force” X 100

United States

Current Population Survey (CPS). Persons aged 16 or over who were not working during the survey week, were capable of
immediately accepting work (except in cases of temporary illness), and had sought work within the preceding four weeks. This
includes workers who had been laid off and were on standby for restoration to their previous jobs.

Number of the unemployed / Total labor force X 100
(Excludes members of the armed forces)

France

Labour Force Survey (Enquéte Emploi en continu). Persons aged 15 or over who were not working during the survey week, were
capable of accepting employment within two weeks, and had sought work within the preceding four weeks including the survey
week, or who were waiting to start a new job within three months.

Number of the unemployed / Total labor force X 100

Germany”

Microcensus (Mikrozensus). Persons aged 15 to 74 who work less than one hour per week, were capable of accepting
employment within two weeks, and had sought work within the preceding four weeks.

Number of the unemployed / Total labor force X 100

Number of the registered unemployed: Administrative statistics from the Germany Federal Employment Agency. This is the number of
people registered to find work at public employment security offices. Specifically, these are people aged under 65 who work less than
15 hours per week and who are capable of accepting the work found for them by a public employment security office.

Number of the registered unemployed / Total labor force X 100

Italy

Labour Force Survey. Persons aged 15 or over who were not working during the survey week, were capable of accepting
employment within two weeks, and had sought work within the preceding four weeks. This includes those who have found
employers and are on standby for jobs.

Number of the unemployed / Total labor force X 100

United Kingdom

Labour Force Survey. Persons aged 16 or over who were not working during the survey week, were capable of accepting
employment within two weeks, and had sought work within the preceding four weeks. This includes those who have found
employers and are on standby for jobs.

Number of the unemployed / Total labor force X 100
(Excludes members of the armed forces)

Source: Statistics Bureau, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Annual report on the labour force survey 2014
Notes: 1) Total labor force includes military personnel (Self-defense force personnel in the case of Japan).

2) Each country's definitions of the unemployed and unemployment rates are based on ILO standards. Besides these, Germany also publishes the number of the registered unemployed and the

registered unemployment rate.
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